
of Buckingham Palace to wave to the crowds 
and watch a fl y-past of RAF and occasionally 
other planes.

As Head of State, The Queen undertakes 
constitutional and representational duties 
which have developed over one thousand years 
of history. 

There are inward duties, with The Queen 
playing a part in State functions in Britain. 
Parliament must be opened, Orders in Council 
have to be approved, Acts of Parliament must 
be signed, and meetings with the Prime Minister 
must be held.

There are also outward duties of State, when 
The Queen represents Britain to the rest of 
the world. For example, The Queen receives 
foreign ambassadors and high commissioners, 


