
entertains visiting Heads of State, and makes 
State visits overseas to other countries, in 
support of diplomatic and economic relations.

As ‘Head of Nation’, The Queen’s role is less 
formal, but no less important for the social 
and cultural functions it fulfi ls. These include: 
providing a focus for national identity, unity 
and pride; giving a sense of stability and 
continuity; recognising success, achievement 
and excellence; and supporting service to 
others, particularly through public service and 
the voluntary sector. 

These roles are performed through different 
types of engagement. By means of regular visits 
through every part of the United Kingdom, 
The Queen is able to act as a focus for national 
unity and identity. The octogenarian Sovereign 
carried out 417 engagements in 2008.


