Qpecral Snterest Oroups

CONSTRUCTION NEWS

I= it my imagination or a5 it peiling more and more
the norm o bid and rebid again on cvery job thm
comes on the markel, Each commct  staris  out  with
high specifications, the best of materials, eic. The job
goes oul for tender. The bid comes in and there is
panic because all the prices are over budger. All the
contractors, subtomtractors and suppliers them have o
rebid on basic stndord materials in s0ck sizes  and
finishes.

Surcly the Architecis or Consultant, should know ihe
clien’s budget and design o building to suit the fumds
available and save everyone a bol of time and trouhle.

Having got that moan owt of the way, wha is
happening in the Construction markei? All the signs
arg wery bullish with a ot of prijects coming out  for
fesnlir.

Pharmaceutical factories seem 10 be the flavour of the
month, scconding w0 & recent report in Gulf  Indusiry
there are eleven new projects onder way or about 1o
stan. I8 a wave of Hypochondria hitting the Kingdom?

Faisaliah progect has got as for as a memorandum  of
understanding with  Binladin, The official contract will
be signed in the near (uure

The Frince Sultan City  for Humanitarian Services is

coming oul in more packages than DHL carry in oo
e,

Sue  cleamnce is underway for the Kingdom  Trade
Centre and the bids are on the desks of ten
conlractons,

A new Holiday Inn in Olaya is on the drawing board
of a local practice, the shell was pul up some years
apge and then abamdoned,

I is alko undersiood thm  severnl giant  siores,
hypermarkets and cash and carry stores are about 1o ger
underway.

The outlook generally looks good. Those of us who
bring in moterinls from the UK would like 0 see the
exchange mie drop a bit more, perhaps the gnomes of
Rivadh can give us their prediction for the foresecable
future,

Geoff Hopking is Chairman of the RGBE Construction
Ciroup and his comtach nwmber is lsred in the = Usefid
MNumbers " sechion on Fage 26

13

BDSC Announces product
assessment service

The BDSC, i a joint initiative with the Commercial
Section of the Embassy, have made arrangements to assist
the Commercial Section in nssessing new UK. products and
services. Consequently, when the Embassy receive enquirics
from UK. companies concemning the prospects for their
products in the K5A market, the BDSC will be consulied
for their comments which will be included in the “Market
Infrmation Reports” which are provided to the companies
by the Embassy.

The BDSC will not only rely on its own expertise but will
alse confer with any RGBB member whom it considers may
have an interest in the product, enabling their comments to
be included in the feed-back to the Embassy. This procedure
would also  enable potential matchmaking for UK.
companies and KGBB members” companies o be identified.

BRITISH EMBASSY RIYADH:
FORTHCOMING EVENTS

JULY
CBI Conference on Saudi Arabia, London

SEPFTEMBER

21-25 Saudi Envirolech Rivadh

27 -2, Bedfordshire Chamber Trade
Mission

T -3 Catalogue Exhibition Riyadh
Chamber

OCTOBER

5-9 Sauch Agriculture Rivacdh

14 -16, Middie East Association Trade
Mission

14 Mizzion of Mission Sponsors

200 - 24 Sauili Healtheare

26 - 30 Sy Huild

NOVEMEBER

1-3 Morthampton Chamber Trade
Mission

2 -7 Suuch Arabin”s Int'] Trade Fair for
Light Indusiries & Handicrafis

b -13 Sawedi Print f Pack / Plastic, Riyadh

14 - 24 Sauwdi British Trode & Investment
Drelegation

18 -20 Sky Traders Independent Trade
Missson lead by Sir Alan Munm

9 - 1 Dec London Chamber Trade Mission

DECEMEBER

T7-11 Saudi Consumer Goods Fair - Riyadh



