NEWS

NEWSLETTER OF THE RIYADH GROUP OF BRITISH BUSINESSMEN

2000: Happy New Year ?

By Colin Rov

What does the Year 2000 have
in siore for you? Most of us
are thinking of the normal Mew
Year's Eve parties, just on a
much grander scale.  Whilst
paryimg on  3lst December
1999, how many of you will be
safe in the knowledge that your
husiness will not be destroved
by an invisible force when the
clock strikes midnight, This is
the Year 2000 Problem. It has
Lthe potential to cause havoc Lo
all companies all around the
waorld. Mot one single company
can be  100%  immunised
against it Thas article has been
writlen by a team at British
Airways  who  have  been
charged with increasing the
awareness of this problem 1o
limit any potential  disasters
before the fateful date. 1 share
it with you in the hope that you
ton can determing  your risk
and limit the damage where
possible.

Year 2000: What's the foss
all abowi?

The Millenniom (e O0:00,
Saturday Ist January, 2000)
presents a major business nsk,
which is only just being
recognised by  corporations
around the waorld, Indeed
preparation for the vear 2000
is @ major part of some large
organisations current  husingss
plans,

In computer software, dates are
frequently represented by two
characters. For  example
197" s represented as (977,
1999 g5 represented as (997,
hence the year ‘20K s
represented  as 005, A
COMAILER pUls [wo evenls in

time order, by subtraction of
the dates of the events, so
unless corrective action  1s
taken, "00° will be assumed to
take place earlier than events in
o, The impact on the
calculation of for example,
InleTesl payments, reservations,
length  of  service  and
computerised inventory control
is immediately apparent,

There are also less obvious
effects. For instance, date
stamping of data is wsed by
compuiers so thal recovery is
possible in the event of failure.
Many electronic chips have the
same problem built into their
hardware and in this case the
problem can only be rectified
by replacing the electronic chip
iself.

Year 2000 is a critical
BUSINESS problem!

It &5 vital to stress that the Year
2000 problem is a business and
Nt purely Information
Technology  (IT)  problem,
The main reason for this is that
its  nal only computer
Programimes that are
potentially  affected by the
problem.  Just about  every
product  containing a  micro-
processor “embedded chip™ s
potentially affected.

Crudely speaking, vou can
regard such an embedded chip
as a little computer having a
software program permanently
londed up in its memory, A
large percentage of these chips
rely on an internzl clock based
on the “Western Christian,..
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