SAUDI HEAD-DRESSES
FROM NORTHERN
IRELAND

By Kevin Lynch

An R & D orientated company  from
Morthern Ireland has won an order worth abour

E450,MK) to supply traditional head-dresses 1o
Saudi Arabia. Ii..htrend Managing Director, Dr
Fred Sloan, expects further orders totalling some
£25 million to be confirmed in the coming
menths.

The orders are for traditional head-
dresses, known as Shemaghs, treated with the new
Coolfix  technology, which  Lintrend  has
developed and patented. Coolfix gives the cotton
garments a cool feel, similar to linen, makes them
crush resistant and  reguires bittle ironing.  In
addition it preserves the new look of the garments
after multiple washes,

Dr Sloan won  these orders through
contacts made during a trade mission w0 Saudi
Arabia in March 1998 organised by the Industrial
Development Board of Northern Treland,

Lintrend producis  marketed  wnder
various brand names had  already made an
impression on the Saudi market, They have
gained a high reputation for comfort  and
practicality.

UK Manufacturers dominate the middle and top y : :
end of the market for traditional Arab headwear. Thanks go to Roger Chartres for supplying
Over 90% of Arab Head-dresses sold in Sawdi this cartoon

Arabia are imported from the UK.

The market s worth about £20m per annum to
Britizh suppliers
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