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Soudia Discussing
Sole Of 24 Old Planes Ta US Firm

Soudi Arablon Airlines i halding talks with an
Americon aviotion company o sl 24 old airplones
~ 14 Tri-stars and 8 Boeing 737s.

The oircraft affored for sole are nat in aperafion ond
ore parked ot Cosim and Toif oiports,  Soudia
purchased its first Tri-star in 1975 ond the planes
hove covered 455,000 Hight hours.

Soudia Privatisotion

The government is undersiood 1o be prapanng b
appoint g consullent for the privalisation of Saudi
Arabian Aidines. Analysts expect internotional bavks
and law firms to be amang the frantrunness io advise
o the sell-off of the flog-corrier.

Delence & Aviation Ministar Prince Sultan bin Abdel-
A2z ennounced on 20 September thot o commitiee
wias I be sef up 1o push the privotisetion of the ciring,
comprising boord members ond cvil ovialion officials
The committee |s expecied to negotiate with
proapective consultants, though o formal 1endear

process is not aslicipoted

An anolyst in Riyadh says that the polifical frarmewaork
far privatisctian of the gifine could be in ploce by
e and of this year

Airbus Mews

Chino Aldlines plans ta order seven AJ40-300s,
conirary e expactations that it would order Boeing
7775 given the two high-profile accidents involving
Airbus A300.4002 in recent yaors. {Magaya, 1994
ond Taipel, 1998

Defence

The US House of represaniolives Apprapriailans
Commites has voled unan r|'||:|||5-|:.l fo cwl ol
production funding lor the F-22 Raptor fram nexd
vear's Deporiment of Defance budget

Rolls-Royce Meaws

#-R hos antened inba o joinf vanlure with Finmeceanico
i the: form of Europeo Micrefusianoni Aerospazioli
ta produce high-precision turhine blades for the
REZ1 T ond Adour engines. R-R has o 66% sharm in
the company
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