RGBB NEWS

el lizard-like animal whose fossil remoing wers

found i an ancient Scoftish lokebed may hove
been one of the firt creatures 1o live on dry lond,
occonding 10 United Kingdom scientists

The 15-cenimetre specimen, named Casinerig kiddi,
dates from almast 340 million yeors age, o dork oga
of ancmal evelution abaut which litle @ koown, A
liffe on sarth can wlimakely be froced bodk to the
san, Cragtures with |lmh$ and digirs ratter than fins
hiad evalved from Hshes by the end of the Devonion
period, abawl 345 million YEOTS Ogo,

But there is o yowning gop between this point in time
and the appearance of fully lerrestricl animals in the
late Carbaniferaus period, obout 335 million years
oo, which remeains lorgely o mystary,

The may tossil, Faund in o mock formation collad the
Chesss Boy Shrimp Bed, neor Edinburgh provides
one of the few clues to what wos happening during
thesa 30 million years. The creoture’s remains consis!
ot @ number ot {cszilisad skelatol frogmanis but the
skull is missing. Its most importont feature = a five-
digit limb, tha earliast knawn in the fossil record.

This morks out Cosinera kiddi os o land-dweiler,
plocing it closer to amnioies - the group of animals
thaot include modem repfiles, mammals and birds -
thon cquadic omphibions: The discovery suggests thal

omnictas go bock o long woy, 1o an em of ropsd
ovalution aarly in the Corboniferous parod.

& teom of Englizh and Scotish axperts led by Tim
amithson, from Combridge Regional College
described the fing recently in the journal Nalere, Ha
wrote: “The degree of ferrestriality exhibited by
Cosineno indicates thot the transitian ko lond- dwelling
may ... hove token place within a perod of about 20
million years.

“The physical resemblonce of Cosineria to known
true omniotes from the Late Carbanifercos (periad)
ond itz opparent phylogenstic relationship to thase
foems indicotes thl fhe split between amphibions ond
omnictes probobly alse accurred ropidly within this
fime span,”

LIFE ON
EARTH
BEGAN IN
SCOTLAND

Ammistes wre all veriehrates thst possess an estowmbry snic biver coalled
an amnion, These animalk miy reproduce on bind ond moy respirate
without the assistunce of o body of water. Although some members of
Lissamphibia (foads maostly ) may travel great distinoes swoay from wisler,
they siill require gresl smoonis of moisture in which to lay thelr esp
Amniotes bny epeps with a water-preserving covering or give five hirih,
The amndon,; a layer within the egg or womb, replaces the agaatic
envirmnmeni required for developing vertebrate embryos. Todoy
ammintes exist in a variety of sizes and body Forms, Hommingbirds,
erocudyles, and whiles are all ammiies (and you are Lo,
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