RGBB NEWS

CHAI RMAN SLETTER

This issue of the Newslemer is the Tirst 1o be
published by our new Editar, Andrew Mead
and his teom, so | expect we will notice same
changes in the style of presentation. I'm
canfident however, thot all our ragular
contributors will welcome this change and will
work well with Andrew an future pu blications
and | alsa hope our readers will be pleased
with the new formaot.

Following the summar break, we moved into
the usual busy Autumn period with visits 1o
Riyodh by several trade missions (Coventry &
Warwicks, / Middle Eost Association and
Birmingham Chamber of Commerce) and we
held several social ond sporing events
including; breckfosts, lunches and goll
tfournaments.

In addition, we paricipated in the Inter-Soudi
BBG's meeting in September, hosted on this
occasion by Eastarn Province BBA whera we
wers rapresented by Luke Bowen and Richard
Morhern. This wos followed by the annual
Regional BBG's Intergull Conferancea, hosted
by Clatar BBF in Dahao during Cclober, which
| ottended personolly alongwith  Faig Anayi
representing Jeddoh and Brion Willey
representing Eastemn Province. The conference
was ably choired by Ron Hollis, Director of
the Committes for Middle Eost Trade
([COMET]. A report on the conference
proceadings will be published in our next
Mewsletter,

A keenly contesied election was beld dunng
the Embassy Briefing in September for the
vacont position of Internal Relations on the

Executive Committee and Mick Brown was the
successful candidate. Tha Executive
Committes wos extremely encouroged by the
response to this vacancy which initially
aftrocted 7 condidates, with 5 candidates
eventually oppearing on the ballot popers,
Our congratulations go fo Mick and our
thanks go to the other candidotes for their
inferes!

In Oclober, we sow the departure of Sondy
Flockhort 1o take up a poest in Morth America
sandy’s contribution la the RGBE was highly
valued during the pericd he held the Extemal
Affairs porttelic on the Executive Committes
and he will be sorely missed. I'm sure you will
all join me in extending cur thanks fo Sandy
for all his effords on behalf of the group and
wishing him evary success in his new
assignment. We also extend o warm welcome
I his successor Dovid Hodgkinson, bath in
the t.0's role ot the Saudi British Bank ond
as a co-opted member of the Executive
Committes

| hope this issue reaches you before the fastive
season and | look forward 1o seeing most of
you ot the “onnual dinner event” in December,
when our Ambassador gives his "state of the
nation” oddress.

Finally, on behalt ot all the Executive
Committea, | should like to take this
opporlunity fo extend 1o all RGBB members
and their families end indeed to all our many
renders around the Gull and in the UK., our
sincere greelings for the festive season and
our very best wishes to you all for a happy
and prospercus [Y2K bug-tree | | 1) Mew Year.

John M. Freal
Choirmon RGEB
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¥ your would Bke 1o contribute 1o or advarisa in the next issue of
the RGBEB Mews. or indeed waulkl like o just make a comment
about the style, confent ar preaentation, plesses contact e al

Alternatively send me an e-mall at AMead@compuserve. ~am
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