RGBB NEWS

Linless you hove children, it moy be o surpsise fo find
that some of the "focs" you leant a long time cgo
may have changed o lite since you were of school
My cown kids ore constonily discovering "new focts”,
il af which may be new to tham, but some of which
ore cccasionolly different from my own undersfonding,
Fine you soy, knowledpe grows ond fimes chongs,
bt how do you keep up fo dote with all the chonges
ard con you frust what you now read?

Did you know, for example, that it hos now beas
esioblished beyond reosonoble doubt thaot the
Dioomsdoy comet thaoi braught on end 1o the ero of
the dincsours, struck tha region that iz now the
Yucolon peninsubo of Maico, soma &5 million yaars
ogod The object wos opparertly aboul 10km soross
and prodvced o crofer 1B0km wida. The energy
relacsad by thiz lump of cosmic dabris baing Browght
to an abrupt hall wos sguivalent 1o the sxplasion of
a thowzand million megatons of THT.

Anadher snippet revealad 1o me recenlly i that
scientists hove now identified 258 different types of
cell in the humaon body. Token together hese oll add
up o about ong million bBillien individual cells, The
opproximate size of o cell is 20 micremetras |20
millionthe of o mefre] ooross, so it weuld take obout
10,000 of them lo cover the head of o pin. My little
gray cells seem to recall that the hurmon body s mode
up of about 90% waler which doesn’t leave a lab of
room for all the rest, howsver, thare are apparendly
thres fimes od mony cells in your cersbrol cores alone
a3 thisre dre pl!'l'_*f:lh! il an aark Gt the end r_rj. |
2{h caniury,

Soenliais howe ol wed bBesmme amniscient however,
Some, | understand are sl leeking for proaf of
"Cosmic Siring”, Models af the way thae Liniverse
emergad lram the Big Bang |rn|'||',,I that moteriol leh
over lram The Big Bang itsell, might hove got frozen
intea thein lang fubes and trapged. The fube condoining
ihe s1ufl af which the Unverse s modes waoulkd be g
goad deal finer than the thinnast kumon hoir and i
would ioke 0 hkundrad trousond billicn of theze tubes
laid side by side ta stefch across the diometar of o
singles atamis nucieus, Even hough it is so norrow,
each centimatre of the sting would confoin the
eguivalent ol fen thousond billion fonnes of ordinary

&

matter. 5o o loop of "Cosmic String” with a
circumierence of just Tmedre would weigh oo much
as the whele planet Eorih, 1 the giring doas axist, |8
will b fmund in e form of loops, becouse if it had
ends, the siuff in the middle would leok out.

Canlinuing wilh the stientific thame, | seam o
rermember something obout the double -helia of DA
fram my school doys. | was not owore though tha
Ihe projed io mop the enfire heman genomea is wall
en ils way to completion, | vogualy remembear the
headlines in the aighties when the first human genes
fo ke sequenced wers revealed, but in the ainetias,
bialagists hava been ficking off thair gene lis: 8o fas,
the work hos became roufine and rarely gels inle the
heoglings of oll. Get sat though for increcsing debaote
o5 more ond mare people realise how dese this
project is fo complation. The ethicol implications of
this work and what it might lead to are simply
BAGATOUS

sometimes the ruth moy still be the same, bul the
way in which it's presented might put & complately
different slont on your understanding, For exampde:
Many people will recognise that the moedification of
plonts hos oduclly been going on since agricullure
began, The range of fruit and vegeiobles we now
anjoy is the reault of crossbreeding different variefies
over generations of ime. Caobbages, Brussals sprouts,
Broccoli ond Couliflowar all orginoied from ane lype
ol plant; wild moize doesn't howe e swee rows of
bright yellow seeds thal we naw see-on our swesicorm;
instaad the seads are randemly coloured and
ormanged. These fods ware presented o me aver thirly
yaors ogo os o wonderful example of humon
ingenuity, skill and potience. My awn kids dan't seem
o bt yat haod the benefit of this basic education
ond hove been plunged inmle the current
cansidarafians over “Frankenstein Foads”, The furam
over Genatically Modified foods may indesd refiec
same genuline concerns, bul deliberote
misrepresantation and aver-dromealie news headlines
often spoil the debate. Ganstic madification is herm
forstoy and there's no doubt that same of ihe chonges
fhat could be mode might save llves. ‘What |s nesded
now is coreful ond edensive analysis of the now
ooporunily rlﬂH'rrﬂEl’lr:cﬂ FEEER o verELE unpn::pumd
gambling with the Eorh's resources.

But what else 5 new and shauld we bl i§ wiwmn
wa heor itg

When main firet set oot an the moon, the frovel agents
storled to book seals far holidoy fighis inko spoce.
"Hediday in spoce within 10 years” was the heodline.
Thirty years on, | kaught those warly plons hod bean
obandoned but this year | see repors of the new X33
zirgee engineg space plone, dee for festing nesf yaar.
Once again he orlicles say that within 10 years,
hiofidays In spoce will be a5 normal o5 0 week in
izl Belimvs it i you like, | think 'l wait awhile
mefare putting diem my depasii,
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