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FROM THE CHAIR

t gives me great pleasure on behalf of the RGBB to
congratulate John Freel for the award of his OBE.
John currently serving as a Board Director, a long
time member and former Chairman of the RGBB was
recently recognised in the New Years Honours List.

A special welcome to British Business Group members
across the Kingdom, in this issue we have included
contributions from Eastern and Western provinces British
Business Groups. You will notice a considerable
expansion in the size of the Newslefter you are currently
reading; this is another success for the Boards strategy
to develop relationships and information flow between
the groups as well as delighting our sponsors.

As we all wind up our end of year business results |
would like to take time to reflect on the 2001 for the
RGBB. A year that proved very successful for the
development and growth of the RGBB. The later part
of 2001 culminated with my attending the regional
“Intergulf” for business groups held in Abu Dhabi.
The weekend conference hosted by the British Business
Group-Abu Dhabi and chaired by Jim Sillers, Assistant
to the Secretary-General, Arab British Chamber of
Commerce, was a great success. Several actions for
the chairmen to follow up with their respective groups
were agreed. BBG members were represented
throughout the Middle East including Yemen and Iran.
After a short break for most of the members, we are
now well into the 2002 program. You will recall in
March 2001 when elected as Chairman my strategy
was to allow the Board to focus on RGBB policy, Saudi
and British government relationships and KSA business
Groups. | believed the growth for membership was
dependent on the interest provided by the Business
Development committee and the special interest
groups. During the past year Board Directors and
special interest group chairman and members (SIGS)
have worked hard to successfully implement this
strategy. | am pleased to advise that the BDC, under
the outstanding directorship of Graham Turner
continues to develop and add Special Interest Groups
demanded by member’s inferest.

In accordance with our constitution the board are now
preparing for the 2002 AGM. Due to school holidays
we have set the date for Monday 15" April 2002. |
would encourage all members to get involved and
support the group with your votes and by stepping
forward to participate. Please remember the board
represent your interests and needs for the future.

We have been very fortunate to receive support from
several sponsors during the year, in particular The
Saudi British Bank have continued to sponsor the major
portion of the RGBB newsletter, a special thanks to
David Hodgkinson our External Relations Board
Director for this support.

Contents
Inside Front AD - British Offset Office
1 .... From the Chair
2 .... RGBB Contact Details
3 .... AD - Saudi British Sports Cooperation Prog.
4 .... AD - Kanoo Travel
5 .... BBG Jeddah - Contacts Aims & Obijectives
6 .... A Greeting from the East
7 .... Eastern Province BBA Committee Members
8 .... Cover Story - RGBB and SAGIA
9 .... BDC Notes Membership Stats & Priviledge Card
10 .... Golden Jubilee
12 .... Oh what a night! - The New Year Ball
14 ... AD Saudi British Electronics Institute
15 .... Trends and tensions in Middle East employment
17 .... AD - Saudi Development & Training
18 .... AD - Saudi Establishment for Safety Equipment
19 .... Aviation Group News
20 .... Saudi Aviation Club - Riyadh
21 .... AD - BAE Systems
22 .... Euro Essentials
24 ... Trends in the Energy Market - BP
25 ....AD - BP
26 .... AD - Sultan Garden Centre
27 .... AD - Al Farabi Translation - John Freel OBE
28 .... 2002 World Cup Football
29 ... Football Fixture List
30 .... The 1901 Census Website
31 .... AD - Riyadh Inter-Continental Hotel
32 .... The XVIl Commonwealth Games
33 .... Sports Relief
34 .... AD - Autolane Services
35....AD - DHL
36 .... AD - Riyadh Marriott Hotel
37 .... AD - SAL - Arabian Food Supplies
38 .... Mad Dogs & Englishmen - Peter Lenthall
40 .... Total Training Solution - Paul Hawkins
41 .... AD - SAAD Specialist Hospital
42 ... British Community Golf Tournament
43 .... AD - Arabian Construction Materials Co.
44 ... The Lighter Side
46 ... British Embassy News - Gareth O’Brien
48 .... Travel Guru
49 ... AD - Norwich Union
50 .... AD - Multinational School
52 .... Faisaliah Advantage Card
53 .... Caledonian Society - Burns Night
54 ... The Social Whirl - Martin Shaw
55 .... AD - Arabian Homes
56 .... AD - Magus International
57 ... Riffa Golf Club - An Oasis in Bahrain
58 .... UK Gossip

&0 .... Diary Dates - COMMIT SIG
Inside Back AD - Zahid Tractor
Qutside Back AD - Saudi British Bank



