RGBB News

First let me wish everyone a happy and successful
2006. As we move into the New Year, “change”
continues to be the key word in Eastern Province.
Sadly, we have said our goodbyes to Mike and
Carole Hurley from the British Trade Office who
have departed after over four years in Al-Khobar.
Mike and Carole made significant contributions
to both the activities of the BBA and to the
community at large and will be greatly missed.
We wish them both every success in their next
assignment. Ms. Terry Evans replaced Mike and
arrived in Al-Khobar with husband John during
March and we look forward to welcoming them
info the community.

A ceremony was held on 5 February 06 at the
British International School, Al-Khobar (BISAK) to
dedicate a school / community art gallery to the
memory of Michael Hamilton who was so tragically
killed in the terrorist attack in May 04. HM
Ambassador, Sir Sherard Cowper-Cowles,
dedicated the gallery with additional tributes by
Chris Spedding (Headmaster) and George Saadeh
(Chairman, School Board). The ceremony was a
fitting tribute to a man who gave so much, not
only to BISAK, as a Board Member, but also to the
expatriate community and Saudi Arabia, in
general.

On the business front, Eastern Province was pleased
to recently welcome the Lord Mayor of London
and a senior financial delegation, the UK Minister
for Lifelong Learning, Further and Higher
Education, Bill Rammell and his group of leading
British universities and colleges, and a follow up
educational mission led by the British Education
Supplies Association. On the down side, several
planned missions to EP were recently postponed/
cancelled suggesting that work still has to be done
to convince UK plc of the real business
opportunities that exist here, and address any
lingering security concerns.

Events like the well-attended Saudi “roadshows”
held in Edinburgh and Manchester in January play
an important role in this. Certainly, there seems
to be an opportunity to heighten the interest in
KSA and particularly Eastern Province, to take
advantage of the anticipated economic growth.

As a Committee, we have begun to look critically
at how we operate as an Association and have
made progress on re-branding EP BBA by
developing a new more modern logo. Other
changes / improvements are also being considered
with the most significant being how the business
side of the Association can be made more visible
and active. As a result, a series of Business Dinners
are planned with the first occurring in April. It
looks like 2006 is going to be a very busy year.
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