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• Your absence from the UK and the employment both 
span at least a complete UK whole tax year;

• During your absence, any visits made to the UK:
o Total less than 183 days in any tax year;
o Average less than 91 days a tax year (taken over 

the period of absence up to a maximum of 4 years 
– periods spent in the UK due to circumstances 
beyond your control are normally excluded)

This treatment also applied to those here to work in a 
trade, profession or vocation on a full-time basis for a 
period encompassing at least a complete UK tax year. By 
concession, if the terms above were met, an accompanying 
spouse may also be treated as not resident.

Full-time employment was described in IR20 as being 
determined on the particular facts of each case, although 
where the employment involved a standard pattern of 
working hours it would be regarded as full time if the 
hours worked clearly compared with those of a typical UK 
working week.

I should also mention that there are complex “temporary 
non-resident” rules for UK capital gains tax that can apply 
where any period of residence does not encompass at 
least 5 complete UK tax years.  

So what’s changed?

The Court of Appeal has recently decided in a Judicial 
Review case that, despite HMRC’s assertions to the 
contrary, IR20 was guidance on which the general public 
should be able to rely and therefore HMRC was bound to 
apply that guidance to taxpayers, even if that guidance 
made it easier for taxpayers to break residence than it 
would have been for them to do so under statute and case 
law alone.  Therefore, provided that we met the terms of 
IR20, those of us who left the UK before 6 April 2009 (the 
point at which IR20 was withdrawn) should be able to rely 
on the IR20 provisions. 

The case also highlighted an important distinction in the 
IR20 guidance in terms of how it applied to taxpayers 
leaving the UK for full-time employment abroad.  For those 
leaving for full-time employment abroad the only test was 
that the terms of the concession mentioned above were 
met exactly, and so retaining ongoing links with the UK 
would not prevent you from becoming non-resident in the 
same way as it would do for other taxpayers.  By contrast, 
taxpayers leaving the UK either permanently or indefinitely 
were required to sever ties with the UK, such as disposing 
of any UK accommodation, to show they had really left the 
UK, if they wished to show they were non-resident.  

Although HMRC 6 retains similar guidance to that noted 
above in relation to becoming non resident, it contains 
several statements to the effect that the document is 
general guidance only and cannot be relied upon by 
taxpayers, so it is doubtful if the Courts would regard 
it as binding on HMRC as they have with IR20.  The 
commentary on what constitutes full-time working abroad 
has also evolved, and while the guidance remains subject 

to review it is difficult to know how far taxpayers now 
leaving the UK could rely on it. Hence, for those of us who 
left the UK on or after 6 April 2009, the position is certainly 
not free from doubt, particularly where you retain links 
with the UK which might prevent you from being regarded 
as non-resident in law, or where you have ongoing UK 
duties that might cast doubt on the full-time nature of your 
employment abroad.  

Summary of main considerations

As a quick guide, I think it would be useful to list the main 
considerations that should point to non-residence and 
hence to legitimately avoiding a liability to UK taxation on 
your income earned from your Saudi Arabian employment:

1. Are you working here full-time with the duties of 
employment being substantially carried on outside 
the UK? 

2. Has your employment abroad encompassed at 
least a complete UK tax year?  Both your time 
abroad and your employment must cover this 
period at a minimum.  There is also a test of 
spending less than 183 days in the UK although 
you are unlikely to reach this limit if you are 
working full-time employment. 

3. Will you average less than 91 days a year in the 
UK over the period of your absence, or 4 years if 
longer?  From 6 April 2009 a day will count as a 
day of UK presence for this purpose if you are in 
the UK at the end of the day.

4. Did you leave before 6 April 2009?

Where you are able to answer the above positively, you 
should be regarded as not resident.

However, where you left the UK on or after 6 April 2009 
the position is much less clear and you may wish to take 
professional advice.

Finally, there has been a double tax treaty in force between 
the UK and Saudi Arabia since 1 January 2010. The terms 
of that treaty deal with the position where you are resident 
in Saudi Arabia as a consequence of local rules and also 
where you remain tax resident in the UK. To determine the 
country of which you are tax resident, the treaty will look at 
the factors below in the order shown until there is clarity:

• Where you have a permanent home;
• Where your personal and economic interests are closer;
• Where you have your habitual abode;
• The country of which you are a national;
• Failing any of the above being conclusive, the competent 

authorities of each country shall agree between 
themselves where you are regarded as treaty resident.

So even if you remain UK resident under UK domestic rules 
you may be a treaty resident of Saudi Arabia and be able to 
use the double tax treaty to limit your exposure to UK tax.

Gurpal Atwal can be reached on 0569 233 700 and is a 
Senior Manager with PricewaterhouseCoopers.
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Thanks to the 
ever watchful 
Private Eye for 

pointing me in this 
direction but the 
L’Oreal advertising 
team seemed to have 
experienced some 
interesting timing in 
recent weeks. Shortly 
after the National 
Press were revealing 
that husband Ashley 
had been caught out playing away with five 
separate women, prompting her decision to split 
from him, L’Oreal adverts were still running, 
featuring a cheerful looking Cheryl with the slogan 
“5 problems, 1 solution”.

Pals of the singer are 
reportedly encouraging her 
not to stay single for long 
and The Sun insists that 
she wants to revert to her 
maiden name of Tweedy 
as soon as possible 
having already asked her 
record company to recall 
albums set for America 
& Europe so the sleeves 
can be reprinted. Quite how easy it will be to change the 
“Mrs C” tattoo on her neck remains to be seen.

That other style icon, “Mrs B” was apparently seen leaving 
Old Trafford in “an absolute rage” on Tuesday the 9th 
March according to “The Spoof” online magazine. A group 
of Man U fans had reportedly approached Mrs B and 
tried to explain that the 
booing was just a joke and 
intended as a compliment 
following the standing 
ovation David received 
from the crowd when he 
took to the field of play.

In other press stories, 
Victoria has also been 
vocal in her support for 
Cheryl. Mrs Beckham, 
who became friendly with 
Mrs Cole during the World 
Cup in Germany in 2006, 
said she believed the 
Girls Aloud singer would emerge from the split stronger 
than ever. In other news the multi-talented Victoria, who 
launched her own couture collection in 2008 revealed that 
she’d love to dress First Lady Michelle Obama. Michelle 
meanwhile, has been in the press herself after sharing 
‘girlish-giggles’ with Hilary Clinton at the International 
Women of Courage awards in Washington. 

But as with beauty, fashion is not 
all about women.  Forty-two year 
old John Barrowman has revealed 
that he regularly uses hair dye to 
maintain his good looks confessing 
that he’d be completely white 
without it. The actor and singer 
who has recently released a new 
album had previously owned up to 
using Botox to keep his wrinkle-free 
complexion. He’s in the news this 
week though having told the press 
that he and his partner Scott had 
discussed adopting a child.

You may have noticed that Bafta Award winning British 
actor Colin Firth was in the news after winning for his 
portrayal of a gay academic in Tom Ford’s A Single Man, 
but did you know that at the start of the ceremonies, 
Prince William was announced as the new president of 
Bafta succeeding Lord Attenborough as the Academy’s 
fifth president? In his first formal act as President, Prince 
William presented the actor Vanessa Redgrave with a 
British Academy Fellowship.
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UK GOSSIP

Brother Harry, according to the Daily Mail has revealed 
that he thinks his hair is too ginger in the newly unveiled 
royal portrait of him and his brother. In the painting by 
artist Nicky Philipps, the pair are ‘imagined’ in royal 
chatting to each other in Clarence House before attending 
the Trooping The Colour ceremony in 2008.

Staying with the troops for a 
moment, Gail Kasper’s sexy 
bikini poster has apparently 
become one of the most 
sought after pin-ups in Iraq, 
after she posed for it at a 
charity drive for her local 
military base. 45 year old Gail 
is an in-demand US television 
personality and the reigning 
Ms. Continental America. Ms 
Kasper doesn’t appear in the 
Pinup for Heroes calendar 
though.

The Calendar idea was simple; create a 2010 calendar 
recreating the style of the 
1940’s and 50’s with all the 
proceeds going straight to 
Help for Heroes. So far sales 
have resulted in more than 
£5500 being raised for the 
charity.

The charity itself was in 
the news in March when 220 runners out of the 15000 
participating in the annual Bath Half Marathon were 
running to support the charity. 

Not quite hitting the headlines but most certainly worth 
a mention is Bethan Myfanwy Hughes. Nicknamed the 
‘Angel of the Battlefield’ Bethan is currently showing her 
support for the Help for Heroes charity with a UK Harp 
tour finishing in August 2010. All donations, proceeds 

and wages received during 
the tour will go to Help for 
Heroes. By the start of the 
year, Bethan had already 
raised over £11,000.

Another lass in the news with 
her charity efforts is The One 
Show host Christine Bleakley. 
“Adrian Chiles is nothing 
more than a big brother and 
rumours that we have had a 
relationship are false” the TV 
presenter has stated in a recent interview. While people 
are constantly questioning whether there is anything going 
on between the pair, The One Show host has insisted that 
they are very much just friends.

The pretty Northern Irish presenter told Glamour magazine 
that people either seem to believe that they hate each 
other or having an affair, when both views are far from the 
truth. She also reveals secrets on her real relationship with 
the Chelsea and England footballer Frank Lampard.

Although she is enjoying her time with Frank, she told 
the publication that she does not consider herself to be a 
WAG and is not particularly interested in football.  

As this page was being 
prepared, Christine had just 
completed a Sports Relief 
challenge to water ski across 
the English Channel.  A 
complete novice, Christine 
stayed on her skis for more 
than an hour as she made 
the 22-mile journey, facing 
the wake created by the sea 
traffic of the world’s busiest 
shipping channel raising £400,000 in the process.

Also hot off the press today was the news that John Cleese 
had struck up a new romance with jewellery designer 
Jennifer Wade. 70 year old Cleese, whose divorce from 
Alyce Eichelberger reportedly 
cost him £12 million was seen 
in Bath with Jennifer, who is 
said to be in her 30’s.

Having opened with a credit 
to Private Eye, I’d better 
close with one too, although 
how they get away with some 
of their stuff I’ll never know.

“Soon to be seen all over the country,” says The Eye, 
“young hopefuls are desperate to become the next 
footballers bit on the side. But who has got what it takes to 
triumph as a world famous slapper?  Join judge Ashley as 
he auditions the young wannabees who are determined to 
live the dream, go on a journey and sell their story to Max 
Clifford.”
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for my wife.  Imagine if some 
hooligan had decided to put 
a dent in it, then whose fault 
would that have been!  Why six 
months?  Because that is the 
time the UK customs require 
the car to be owned to be 
eligible for import free of UK taxes.
 
Six months later I contacted Four Winds and delivered 
the car to them to ship to the UK.  It went into a container 
and a couple of weeks later turned up in Tilbury.  Four 
Winds took care of all the KSA export requirements and 
car de-registration as well as customs clearance in the 
UK.  Having got the car there, it was then the problems 
started. The requirements described in the web sites 6 
months earlier had all changed, and what we thought was 
a simple matter of completing the paperwork to tax and 
insure the car for the UK had turned into something more 
complex. 

I discovered that the car now had to go through UK type 
approval before it could be taxed & registered and the 
magic type approval certificate was a total waste of space.  
So now I was left with a car on the docks which couldn’t 
be registered in the UK, and we were due to fly there in 
three weeks to pick it up.  Neither Four Winds nor their UK 
import agents were of any use, nor were their suggestions.  
So it was back to the internet to see who could help sort 
out the mess.
 
After several calls, even more emails and several quotations 
I opted for a local company, Specialised Shipping Services 
(SSS) based in Woking who offered a good price as well 
as an itemised breakdown, and appeared to have good 
credentials.  Their web site also provided a wealth of 
information all in one place.  In addition they could take 
care of absolutely everything necessary to have the 
car on the road and ready to drive away.  They advised 

Thinking of taking your car back to the UK or 
possibly buying a car in Saudi to take back to the 
UK, then here are some of my experiences.  First 

of all I need to make a small admission.  My ultimate 
objective was to take a car to Spain, since we have 
a villa there, and as my wife retired mid way through 
2009, she now spends much more time in Spain and 
needed some wheels to get around.  However after 
consulting some English car import agents in Spain, 
they fervently recommended taking the car through 
the UK before taking it to Spain.  Their view was that 
the English importation system was much easier to 
comprehend and less bureaucratic than the Spanish 
equivalent, especially when the car was coming from 
Saudi.
 
So I began by researching the import requirements for the 
UK trawling through all the UK Customs and DVLI web 
sites to understand what I needed to do, what documents 
were required and how to go about taking a LHD car into 
the UK.  Now I can hear you ask why would I even want to 
take a car bought in KSA in the first place.  Quite simple 
really, it was considerably cheaper to do so, even after all 
the import and transport costs were included. 
 
It helped that VAG were giving substantial discounts in 
KSA on the car my wife wanted and the exchange rate at 
the end of 2008 meant further savings were to be had as 
well.  It was also impossible to buy a LHD car in the UK, 
so the only alternative was to try in Germany, where the 
car was manufactured or Spain where new car prices are 
extortionate.
 
So having completed the research I then made certain 
when buying the car I obtained the relevant type approval 
certificate from the dealer in KSA, stating the car was to 
European type approval specifications, since this is what I 
understood was the magic ingredient to get the car into the 
UK without having it subjected to type approval testing.
 
So in January 2009 I purchased the car and drove it 
sparingly for six months.  Well it’s difficult when you are a 
two car family with only one driver and the car was really 

by Martin Dickinson
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that yes I would need 
to submit the car for 
type approval and they 
would both prepare it 
for the test and arrange 
to complete it with the 
test centre, although 
having it all completed 
for our arrival, including 
registration and taxing 
the car, was going to be 
a tall order.  So the car 
was put on a trailer from 
the dock and delivered 
to their premises.

SSS had the car ready and prepared for the type approval 
very quickly but could not apply for the test until customs 
sent their clearance form.  SSS made changes to the 
lighting and had a new instrument display produced, since 
it had to display mph and the current one only had kph.  
This was substantially cheaper than a completely new 
instrument cluster and was beautifully crafted using laser 
etching and cutting and was undoubtedly equal in quality if 
not better than the original.

SSS certainly knew what they were doing and how 
to help reduce conversion costs without either risking 
type approval failure or taking the easy route of simply 
replacing parts wholesale.  But then the company was run 
by an ex-McClaren employee who took pride in the quality 
of their work and coming up with valuable cost saving 
alternatives.

After a week of waiting the customs clearance form had 
not turned up, so it was back to the import agent to find 
out where it was.  After numerous phone calls to them and 
Customs it was discovered that the ‘paperwork had been 
mislaid’ and the import agent would have to re-submit the 
papers a second time.  

Time was passing and another two weeks would elapse 
before the clearance papers were finally received from 
customs and could be taken to SSS, by which time we had 
flown back to the UK and been forced to rent a car in the 

absence of our own being ready.  SSS now had to book a 
type approval test which can take many weeks to arrange, 
but their personal touch with the test centre allowed them 
to take advantage of a cancellation and arrange the test 
much sooner.

With a successful test out of the way, there was another wait 
for more papers to be sent so that registration and taxation 
could finally be completed and yet more time while the 
papers were produced, submitted and processed.  Also it 
wasn’t helped by the post office deciding on a succession 
of mail strikes at the time.  So finally after another couple of 
weeks the car was ready for the road, the only unfortunate 
part being that we had, in the meantime, returned to Saudi.  
SSS were most accommodating and arranged to keep the 
car until we returned several months later, when finally we 
were able to drive it away straight from the airport. 

If I was going to do this again then I would go straight 
to SSS (www.specialised-shipping.co.uk) since they can 
provide an end to end service and have the detailed 
knowledge and expertise to understand all the nuances of 
the British car import requirements.  

The second point is to allow more time than you think it 
will take to complete all the formalities.  It’s not as fast 
as you might think.  I did exactly the same 26 years ago, 
and back then it took 30 minutes to complete the customs 
clearance form and drive the car into the UK.  So it’s nice 
to know that going forwards does not always mean making 
progress!

FEATURE ARTICLE

SuDoku
Fill the grid so that every column, every row 
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9.
Answer on page 44
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Mark Allen............. DNJ
Stephen Arthur ....... UPS (Eirad (Trading & Contracting Co Ltd)
Julia Benammar ..... BRITISH INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
Jane Blackledge ..... MULTINATIONAL SCHOOL
Paul Carty.............. SAUDI BUSINESS MACHINES
Anne Chappell ....... Obeikan
Stephen Clayton..... SAUDI HOLLANDI BANK
Tina Cleverton ....... BRITISH INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
David Corbett ........ ALMARAI COMPANY LTD
Matthew Cox ......... NATIONAL CHEMICAL CARRIERS
Ian Currie .............. YOUSSEF HARROUN CONTRACTING
Sarah Jane Day...... KING FAHAD MEDICAL CITY
Umo Ema .............. EXXONMOBIL SAUDI ARABIA INC.
James Evans .......... BAE SYSTEMS
Paula Fielding ........ KING FAISAL SPECIALIST HOSPITAL
Mark Filshie ........... KPMG
Jason Foord........... AL KHORAYEF INDUSTRIES
Nugent Garrett ...... BURO HAPPOLD
Rob Harrison.......... FOSTER & PARTNERS
Philip Head............ SABB TAKAFUL
Kath Huxley ........... ISC Ltd
Ryan Jones............. Stables of King Abdullah Aziz & Sons

Zulfi Khan....................GULF BANKERS
Oonagh Kilpatrick ........ SABB TAKAFUL
John Kirwan................. Riyad Bank
Philiip Lobo.................. Integrated Telecom
Alex MacDonald-Vitale .SABB
Ann McGinty................Aramco-Riyadh
Andrew McKechnie.......RIYADH BANK
Carolyn McKenzie ........KING FAISAL SPECIALIST HOSPITAL
Lawrence McMichael .... SAUDI BUSINESS MACHINES
Richard Moody.............GPT SPM Ltd
Daryl Nonas ................BAE SYSTEMS
Marcus Parry ................NOKIA SIEMENS NETWORKS
Robin Poole ................. Saudi Ericsson Communications Ltd
George Robertson ........BT AL-SAUDIA
Ian Scott ...................... SCOTTISH WIDOWS
Tom Seymour-Taylor ...... PRICE WATERHOUSE COOPERS
Keith Sharkey ............... ERICSSON KSA
John Sim .................... SABB
Colin Spence ...............BAE SYSTEMS
Donald Wilkinson.........BRITISH INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
Jonathan Wood ...........BAE SYSTEMS

Welcome to new members

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The recent membership survey generated an encouraging 
response from many readers who said they’d write in to a 
letters section if one was introduced. To stimulate further 
discussion I’ve invented a few missives covering some of 
the topics mentioned in the responses to the survey.  If 
you’d like to comment please address your letters c/o The 
RGBB Secretary at the British Embassy P.O.Box 94351, 
Riyadh 11693 or email rgbbnews@rgbb.org

Linked-In
Dear Ed.
Would you consider starting a Linked-In Group for RGBB 
members both past and present to be able to stay in touch after 
they’ve left the Kingdom?
MC 
Dear MC
As far as I’m aware anyone can start their own group on just 
about any subject on Linked-In. Quite how successful you will 
be in getting in touch with people you have lost contact with I 
don’t know. As a member of several Linked-In Groups I confess 
to being somewhat disillusioned with the system which seems to 
generate enormous amounts of traffic to my inbox that I really 
don’t have time for. If you really think it’s something that would 
work why not start it yourself.
Ed.

Other Social Groups
Dear Ed.
Grateful if you could publish a list of all the other social groups 
in Riyadh that would be open to expats to join.
JHE
Dear JHE
Indeed a subject of interest to many, we used to have such a 
list but a decision was taken some years ago for ‘security’ 
reasons not to publish contact details for anyone without their 
permission. We have recently asked a couple of groups to submit 

articles about what they do and how others could contact them 
if they were interested to join in but have been specifically 
requested NOT to ... once again for ‘security’ reasons. If you 
have a particular interest why not come along to one of our 
events and just ‘ask around’, I’m sure you’ll find other members 
only to happy to pass on contacts by ‘word-of-mouth’.
Ed.

More Functions
Dear Ed
This is more a letter to the RGBB Board rather than the Editor 
but I would like to see more group activities arranged. For 
example: family days out; social dining on different compounds; 
a greater variety of sporting challenges; car boot sales etc.
JRP
Dear JRP
With all things RGBB, we must keep in mind that the Board 
consists of volunteers who already give a lot of their time to the 
existing level of activity. Whilst I’m sure if you went to the Board 
with a specific idea for a specific event you’d get a fair hearing 
I think you’d get a better one if you actually volunteered to do  
the organising.
Ed. 

Print is Dead
Dear Ed
Why do you persist in producing a printed magazine, surely 
everyone would prefer to get an electronic version.
DAC
Dear DAC
Responses from the membership indicate that the majority of 
readers prefer hard copy, as do the advertisers who cover the 
costs of preparing it. If you’d prefer to see an electronic version 
please visit the RGBB website where you can download a pdf file 
of the recent editions from the newsletter archive. 
Ed. 



SuDoku
Answer on to puzzle on page 41

Wikipedia, my current source for 
most information tells me that 
Modern English is the form of 

the English Language spoken since the 
‘Great Vowel Shift’ in England in roughly 
1550. It also tells me that the ‘Queen’s 
English’ is the accent of Standard 
English in England and that the Queen 
herself has changed her pronunciation 
over the past 50 years.

How far this change has gone, Wikipedia doesn’t 
say but I doubt if she’s quite ready to adopt the 
latest version of ‘Shakespeare Speak’ which 
has just been updated by British satirist Martin 
Baum in his book, “To Be Or Not To Be, Innit.” 
He apparently told reporters that his aim was to 
update “the important sexist, duplicitous, cross-
dressing and violent moments that made William 
Shakespeare well wicked.” 

Martin Bauam’s updated version of Hamlet 
reveals: “Dere was somefing minging in de State 
of Denmark.”

The Danish Prince, who is re-named ‘Amlet, 
asks: “To be or not to be, innit?”, while Romeo 
pines for his “fit bitch Jools”.

Mr Baum’s version of Romeo and Juliet sets the 
scene for the star-crossed lovers with: “Verona 
was de turf of de feuding Montagues and de 
Capulet families.

Alas, poor Shakespeare, 
we knew him well
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“And coz they was always 
brawling and stuff, de prince of 
Verona told them to cool it or else 
they was gonna get well mashed 
if they carried on larging it with 
each other.”

Mr Baum’s other titles include 
Macbeff, Much Ado About Sod 
All, De ‘Appy Bitches of Windsor, 
De Taming of de Bitch, Two 
Geezas Of Verona and All’s 
Sweet That Ends Sweet, Innit.

In an extract from the latter we 
learn that: 
“Helena was de orphaned bitch of de well famous quack doctor who, 
with de geeza called Bertram and his Countess muvva, had been 
living in de Rossillion turf forever. Although they had been well full 
of respect for each other, over de years, Helena had been falling for 
Bertram big time and wanted to get all jiggy jiggy with him. Bertram, 
though, being de all macho geeza, didn’t really care coz he fought 
she was well minging. But his muvva, on de other hand, quite liked 
de idea of Helena becoming her son’s bitch. 

But true lurv was dealt de cruel blow when de King of France geeza 
was taken all deathly ill in Froggyland and without de moment of 
hesitation, Bertram decided to go to de King in de Paris ghetto 
leaving Helena all Billy No Mates. However, coz she was de daughta 
of dis well famous but dead quack doctor, she fought she could do 
somefing to help.

So unknown to Bertram, Helena followed him finking that she might 
be able to come up with de special cure for de King geeza - which 
amazingly she does! And all coz she was de daughta of de well 
famous but dead quack doctor, innit.

Well, as de King geeza is well chuffed with de bitch for saving his 
life, and as de sign of his respect for coming up with de cure for not 
being all dead, he gives her some well cool bling for her finger and 
tells de bitch that she could get all jiggy jiggy with one of de palace 
posse. 

Dis was brilliant for Helena. Coz as Bertram was dere in de palace, 
she went all girl power and picked him ahead of all de others who 
was all ready, waiting and gagging for it. Bertram, on de other 
hand, was not. Alright, so Helena saved de King from being all stiff 
but even so, he still fought she was de first class minger who was 
stalking de crap out of him, innit.” 

If the Bard was living today, Mr Baum writes on his website, he 
would “still be writing in the Globe turf, getting loads of respect 
from the Stratford-upon-Avon massive and producing works of pure 
genius.”

If you can’t find a copy in your local bookshop, you can download a 
pdf file for only £2.95 from www.authorsonline.co.uk

AND FINALLY






