Aviation SIG

meeting of the
Aviation SIG
ook place at

Arizona Compound on
Monday 09 November
2009. It was attended
by 28 participants;
mainly from the RGBB
Aviation SIG group,
but also with Members

from the Riyadh
Branch of the Royal
Aeronautical Society
(RAeS).

Martin  O’Carroll  brought

along his Paramotor to the
Meeting, in order to provide
a demonstration and talk on
this aviation subject.

A Paramotor is a generic
name given for the
propulsive portion of
a powered paraglider
(“PPG”). It consists of a
frame that combines a
motor, propeller, harness
(with integrated seat) and
cage. It provides two
attachment points for the
risers of a paraglider wing
that allows for powered
flight. Pilots who fly these
engage in paramotoring,
also known as ‘powered
paragliding’. Engines used
are most exclusively small
two-stroke types, between
80cc and 350cc that burn
mixed gasoline and oil.
These engines are favoured
for their high output power

and light weight. The pilot
controls thrust via a hand-
held throttle and steers
using the paraglider’s brake
toggles similar to sport
parachutists.

The size of engine and wing
are dependent upon the
pilot's weight - the bigger
you are, the bigger the
engine and wing. The unit
demonstrated by Martinwas
a 120cc HE Paramotor with
a Paramania Revolution 28
sq mtr wing.

Martin flies on a regular
basis with the Land &
Space Aviation Club at
Thumamah Airfield which
is 25km West of Riyadh on
the Gassim Road. The Club
offer Paramotor training,
Trike Paramotor training
(these are much larger
machines), equipment sale,
rental and maintenance. In
addition to this, the Club is
hoping to offer Microlight
training in the near future.

Martin was born in Glasgow
in 1954 and has always had
a keen interest in flying.
Joining the Air Training
Corps at the age of 12,
he had his first flight in a
De Haviland Chipmunk
over the Firth of Forth, an
experience he still relishes
to this day. He was able to
get many more flights while
inthe ATC and was also able
to obtain his glider pilots
license. Joining the Royal
Air Force at 18, he qualified
as a Fighter Controller and
through the years since
then has continued with
flying both powered aircraft
and gliders obtaining his
Private Pilots License in
1984. Leaving the RAF in
1986, he has been working
as an Air Defence Instructor
in the UK and, for the past
20 vyears, here in Saudi
Arabia.

“Through all my time in
Saudi, | have been on the
lookout for some way of
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continuing flying. It was
only two years ago that |
was finally able to get into
Paramotoring thanks to
the help of a local Saudi
who had qualified as a UK
PPG instructor. Since then,
| have obtained my PPG
license and now fly as often
as | can. | must say a big
thank you to my instructor
and to all the staff and
members at Thumamah for
their outstanding support
and hospitality; they really
are an excellent group of
people.”

Further information on
this group can be found at
www.insas.com

Combining the two
Organisations  of  like-
minded people will
encourage Aviation

interests both in business
and social activities; giving
momentum and recognition
for two UK aviation-focused
organizations with global
membership.

This unique arrangement

-

is the first time under
the stewardship of the
RGBB Board Member for
SIGs that such an activity
has been possible. Dr.
David Surah of the Royal
Aeronautical Society
(RAeS) and | have both
worked and will continue to
work diligently to establish
the agreements between
both groups and produce
future activities of mutual
interest. We are delighted
to add, already, recognition
by senior members of the
Saudi  Aviation  groups
in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, UAE and the Royal

Aeronautical Society,
which will encourage us
to maintain the growth

of aviation activities and
interest for the future.

It was a thoroughly
enjoyable evening and |
look forward to taking to
the skies in one of Martin’s
flying machines in the very
near future.

Nicola Quick
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