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Another presentation made earlier during the week was a 
pair of binoculars to our Ambassador Sir William Patey to 
mark the end of his tour of duty here in Riyadh. I hope that 
the binoculars will be of use during his new appointment 
as Her Majesty’s Ambassador to Afghanistan. Sir William 
and his team at the Embassy have been and are highly 
supportive of the RGBB and on behalf of the RGBB I was 
able to thank him for this support. The RGBB and the 
greater British community have all benefited from his and 
Lady Patey’s generous hospitality, especially in allowing 
their home and gardens to be continuously used for 
various events.

In addition to supporting ICING the RGBB has continued 
to engage with and support activities in the community 
- British International School – especially the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme Games; the Sheraton 
Charity Bike Ride; .the Embassy Haiti Disaster Appeal; 
the SANGCOM Fun Run (Help For Heroes) and also the 
English Society.

As noted the membership now stands at over 350 and the 
activities of the RGBB have all increased. These increases 
have had a substantial impact on the administration 
required to manage the RGBB. To address this issue 
a review is being conducted of the status of the RGBB 
and the way in which it is managed. The current online 
questionnaire is part of this process and will contribute to 
this review. Key factors to bear in mind when considering 
the activities of the RGBB are the limitations of space, 
time and resources. However, and notwithstanding 
such limitations I am sure that, looking forward, with the 
active commitment of the Board and the engagement of 
membership the RGBB will have continued success and 
benefit British business by business and social means.

The new RGBB 
Board with  
Secretary 
Jane Brierley 
and Embassy 
representative 
Paul Williams

RGBB Spg10 Bleed Draft03 suresh version.indd 17/03/2010, 10:152


