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John Lawton, | do like doing

Sudoku but when I've finished a
puzzle | kook at it and wonder what have
| achieved? The little grey cells have had
some exercise but what really is there to
show for the effort?

John’s other hobby takes a little more time and
leaves rather more in the way of evidence of his
efforts.

As a young boy he made, as did most lads of his
era, models of planes, boats and cars from Kkits,
but those bore no resemblance to the degree of
difficulty in building his current project.

Twenty-five years ago, a friend who'd bought
a rather intricate model of the SS Danmark, a
steamship of the Thingvalla Line, decided it was
too difficult and gave it to John to “have a go”.
The box lay unattended in a cupboard until ten
years ago when John decided he wanted to do
something in his spare time in Saudi rather than
watch the television.
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There’s a whole story in how he had almost
finished making it when he discovered that the
kit was incomplete. We could say that extensive
research led him to the one supplier who had
the parts to help him finish the job, but the truth
is that he was very lucky in being able to find
the parts and even luckier in getting the finished
article packed up and shipped home without
being damaged. But lessons had been learnt
and he’d been re-bitten by the model making
bug.

John’s “current” project was started in 2003, and
is a 1:67 scale model of HMS Victory. At the time
of her launching in 1765, HMS Victory had cost
£63,176 about the equivalent of what an aircraft
carrier might cost today. If you were to cost
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