" John’s time, I'd bet that
his model has probably
cost almost as much.

The original Victory was constructed
from about 6000 trees, 90% of which were
Oak and was one of the fastest first rate ships
of her time. In general wind conditions and sail
configuration she could reach a maximum speed
of 8-9 knots (10 miles per hour). Her maximum
recorded speed was 10-11 knots, approximately
12 miles per hour.

Most certainly the model uses a good deal less
timber but this is not a case of fitting together
ready made parts. Much of the model has to be
hand made using no more than a scalpel and an
archimedes drill.

MEMBER’S HOBBIES

You might think that this amount of work requires
a dedicated workshop, but no, the entire job has
been done on an average size desk in the corner
of one room.

“The Kit” says John “is rather basic in parts and
I’'ve had to look at the original more than once to
determine how to finish a particular section.”

N

The detail is nothing short of incredible, take the hull for example.
Wikipedia tells me that in March 1780 the bottom of the ship below
the waterline was sheathed with 3,923 sheets of copper to protect
her hull against the ship worm (teredo navalis). Each copper
sheathing plate measured 4 ft x 14 ins (1.22 m x 35.6 cm). John has
hand carved every scaled plate to fit the curvature required.

And the guns... During Victory’s active service life many changes
were made to her armament, the 42 pounders originally fitted were
removed and replaced with 32 pounders only to be replaced again
by the 42 pounderswhich were again removed when they became

obsolete.

So what'’s left to do?

“'m almost ready for the rigging” says John and
that sounds like an even greater Labour of Love.
Over twenty-six miles of cordage wre used to rig
the original ship. 768 wooden blocks were used
to secure the rigging alone. Even to scale thats
about 2 kilometres of thread.

So is it an obsession?

“There are days, sometimes weeks and the
occasional month when | do nothing to it. There
are other occasions when | can’t wait for the
day’s work to be finished so | can get stuck
in. But why do | do it? ... Well | suppose | take
pleasure in looking at what’s required and then
doing it better”

HMS Victory is now berthed at No 2 Dry Dock at
Portsmouth’s Royal Naval Dockyard and is open
almost every day from 10am.

If you'd like us to feature your hobby in a future
edition, please contact the Editor: Andrew Mead
on andrew@sbtd.co.uk or rgbbnews@rgbb.org
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