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that yes I would need 
to submit the car for 
type approval and they 
would both prepare it 
for the test and arrange 
to complete it with the 
test centre, although 
having it all completed 
for our arrival, including 
registration and taxing 
the car, was going to be 
a tall order.  So the car 
was put on a trailer from 
the dock and delivered 
to their premises.

SSS had the car ready and prepared for the type approval 
very quickly but could not apply for the test until customs 
sent their clearance form.  SSS made changes to the 
lighting and had a new instrument display produced, since 
it had to display mph and the current one only had kph.  
This was substantially cheaper than a completely new 
instrument cluster and was beautifully crafted using laser 
etching and cutting and was undoubtedly equal in quality if 
not better than the original.

SSS certainly knew what they were doing and how 
to help reduce conversion costs without either risking 
type approval failure or taking the easy route of simply 
replacing parts wholesale.  But then the company was run 
by an ex-McClaren employee who took pride in the quality 
of their work and coming up with valuable cost saving 
alternatives.

After a week of waiting the customs clearance form had 
not turned up, so it was back to the import agent to find 
out where it was.  After numerous phone calls to them and 
Customs it was discovered that the ‘paperwork had been 
mislaid’ and the import agent would have to re-submit the 
papers a second time.  

Time was passing and another two weeks would elapse 
before the clearance papers were finally received from 
customs and could be taken to SSS, by which time we had 
flown back to the UK and been forced to rent a car in the 

absence of our own being ready.  SSS now had to book a 
type approval test which can take many weeks to arrange, 
but their personal touch with the test centre allowed them 
to take advantage of a cancellation and arrange the test 
much sooner.

With a successful test out of the way, there was another wait 
for more papers to be sent so that registration and taxation 
could finally be completed and yet more time while the 
papers were produced, submitted and processed.  Also it 
wasn’t helped by the post office deciding on a succession 
of mail strikes at the time.  So finally after another couple of 
weeks the car was ready for the road, the only unfortunate 
part being that we had, in the meantime, returned to Saudi.  
SSS were most accommodating and arranged to keep the 
car until we returned several months later, when finally we 
were able to drive it away straight from the airport. 

If I was going to do this again then I would go straight 
to SSS (www.specialised-shipping.co.uk) since they can 
provide an end to end service and have the detailed 
knowledge and expertise to understand all the nuances of 
the British car import requirements.  

The second point is to allow more time than you think it will 
take to complete all the formalities.  It’s not as fast as you 
might think.  I did exactly the same 26 years ago, and back 
then it took 30 minutes to complete the customs clearance 
form and drive the car into the UK.  So it’s nice to know that 
going forwards does not always mean making progress!
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SuDoku
Fill the grid so that every column, every row 
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9.
Answer on page 44
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