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First let me wish you all a belated 
Happy New Year and hope it 
brings good fortune to all. I must 

say, 2010 is passing us by very quickly 
with temperatures now starting to ramp 
up towards the summer months and 
before long we will be planning for 
the festive season again! I don’t know 
where the time goes.

On the business front we have continued with 
our successful series of monthly dinners. In 
November, it was a pleasure to host Mutlaq 
Al-Morished, CFO, Sabic who presented a 
very interesting overview of Sabic’s forward 
thinking. This was followed in February with 
a review of the development of the mining 
industry in Saudi Arabia with specific reference 
to Ma’aden.  This was presented by Dr Abdullah 
Al-Dabbagh, President and CEO of Ma’aden 
who has been involved with the development 
of the mining industry since its inception and as 
a result was able to provide a good insight into 
what is a relatively new industrial sector in the 
Saudi Arabian economy.

As we move into March we are looking forward 
to supporting British Trade Office (BTO) with 
their annual British Week which looks like 
being another excellent event with a number of 
trade missions participating from UK. BBA will 
be making a contribution to the proceedings by 
arranging a celebrity dinner with guest speaker 
Tommy Docherty (ex Manchester United, 

Chelsea, Porto and Scotland) as part of the 
activities.
 
On the social scene we held the joint BBA / 
BBBF Poppy Ball at the Crowne Plaza, Bahrain 
on 12 November 09 and it was a pleasure to 
host both His Excellency HMA to Saudi Arabia, 
Sir William Patey and His Excellency HMA 
to Bahrain, Jamie Bowden as well as three 
Chelsea Pensioners. Over 250 attended the 
event and a great time was had by all. It was 
especially pleasing to be able to raise and 
donate BD4,963 (SR50,000) to the nominated 
charities in UK.

In February, we again joined forces with BBBF 
to try a new venture and held a very successful 
Golf Day at the Royal Golf Club Riffa, Bahrain. 
The event was enjoyed by all who participated 
so the plan is to now make this an annual event 
on the social calendar. 

I would like to also remind everyone about 
the reciprocal arrangement that has been 
established between the Gulf British 
business groups and cordially invite any 
visiting members from other groups to join 
us at any of our functions. If you need to 
contact us then feel free to call me directly, 
send an e-mail to our Secretary (Pamela) at 
bbaalkhobar@atheer.net.sa or via the website 
www.bbaep.com

Geoff Fennah
Chairman, EPBBA
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