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Dear friends,

| am sad to say this will be my last Chairman’s
Message for the RGBB News. As | am sure
most of you will have heard, | am standing
down this year.

It has been both an honour and a pleasure to
have chaired the BBG over the last few years,
and a great privilege to have worked with
such a distinguished and effective committee,
as well as with our friends at the British
Consulate-General and British Embassy. One
thing | have learned on the BBG committee is
that it is not as easy as it may seem at first
glance. Being an effective committee member
requires a significant time-commitment and a
considerable amount of hard work. Another
thing | have learned is that idealistic and noble
aims are sometimes a lot easier to talk about
that they are to actually achieve. We have hit
many of our targets, but there is always more
work to be done, more unexpected obstacles
and too little time.

As we approach our AGM with two incumbents
standing down and ten candidates, we are
going to have at least two new committee
members and perhaps as many as four. | wish
the very best of luck to you all and hope you
will enjoy serving the community as | have.
We have been very fortunate in having a most
professional committee during my tenure and
| do hope this will be continued. Committee
members have not always seen eye-to-eye
with each other, indeed some topics have
been very hotly and comprehensively debated,
but this has always been in a professional
and respectful manner, with all committee

members supporting the eventual outcome,
even if they voted against it. This in my opinion
is the key to any effective team: You are not
always going to get your own way (even if you
are chairman!) and you must be prepared to
support the consensus, even if you do not
agree with it personally.

| was very sorry to have missed the hustings
event (pressure of work again) but | was most
interested to hear how it went. Once thing |
think is of particular significance is that we ask
in every copy of the newsletter for members
to contact the committee with any suggestions
or concerns they may have, but hardly anyone
ever does so. Yet at the hustings there were a
number of questions as to why the committee
had not pursued certain actions the questioner
thought desirable. Why this long silence, then
a burst of questions? Perhaps what we need
to do is have open meetings from time-to-time
for members to communicate directly with
the committee, rather than waiting until the
AGM each year? But that will be for the next
committee to decide.

| will conclude by offering my sincere thanks to
all committee members, the various secretaries
during my tenure, the staff at the Consulate-
General and the Embassy with whom we
have worked, and to Arabian Homes for very
kindly providing us with office space and other
support. It has been fantastic working with you
all. And thanks to the committee-members’
spouses, my own wife Sandie most of all, for
supporting us and tolerating the many unpaid
hours we have all given to the organisation.

Brian Hawley
BBG - Chairman 2008-9
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The BBG Secretary, Anita Wright can be contacted on bbg.office@bbg-jed.org
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