
18

RGBB News

19

RGBB News

A generous SR15,000 donation from the Riyadh 
Community Theatre kicked-off the events in 
Riyadh’s best garden late in May when the ICING 
team pulled off yet another spectacular evening to 
raise cash for Children in Need. Gail Tisdale and 
Phil Atkinson are pictured above presenting their 
cheque to HMA Sir William and Lady Patey.

The garden had been beautifully decorated by 
William and Philipa Kirkpatrick and their team who 
had created a unique setting for the many guests 
to part with their hard earned cash in support of 
ICING’s drive to coordinate charitable efforts in the 
community.

Commercial support for the evening had come from 
a host of sponsoring companies and organisations 
including, Al Hokair, Arcom, AXA, BAE, bmi, La 
Vida Havana, Dirab Golf Course, Electro, Maaden, 
Neovartis, Riyadh Round Table, SABB, sama, the Al 
Khozama Hotel, the Riyadh Sheraton Hotel and the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Bahrain. 

The number of volunteers and helpers is of course 
enormous and without their assistance the event 
simply wouldn’t happen. Luke Bowen and Simon 
Messum had been instrumental in coordinating 
catering and sponsorship, Chris Durbridge and his 
team provided diversionary play before and after 
dinner whilst Mike Donavan and Dave Gosney did 
their usual bit on stage to entertain during the entire 
evening. 

Owain, Ian, Marcus, Gary, Steve, Graham & Olaf 
all assisted on the night with everything from Gate 
Duty to Bid Spotting. In addition, a number of 
individuals made personal contributions of both 
cash and gifts which covered much of the costs for 
staging the event and provided prizes for the raffle 
and items for the auction. 

Rob Wood, Shadi Sanbar, Zaher Al Munajed, 
Steve Wilson, Simon Marshall, and Simon Ward 
all contributed in their own way. Graham Deane 
and Andrew & Angeline Turner were among those 
who made personal contributions which generated 
a terrific response from the auction participants as 
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was Sean McPoland, who had attended the Bahrain 
F1 earlier in the year obtaining Lewis Hamilton’s 
signature on a souvenir shirt which was sold at 
auction for SR12,000.  Quite how the Swedish 
Ambassador’s waistcoat came up for sale will 
remain a mystery to many of us but thanks to Noura 
Al Haider’s winning bid, it seemed to have been 
returned to him by the time the night was over!

Among those sponsors attending on the night, the 
British School PTA, represented by Andrea Corbett, 
made a generous donation from the proceeds of 
their own party, adding to a similar amount already 
donated by John and Helen Leifer on behalf of the 
Sulaimaniyah Hash earlier in the year.

In bidding for the Scottish Rugby Shirt and the Pet 
Rock, the Caledonian Society of Riyadh matched the 
St. Georges Society donation of SR25,000, slightly 
exceeding the Al Misehal table who in addition 
to their sponsorship collectively paid for three 
separate auction items. The figure was exceeded 
only by Majid Fustok who confirmed the Fustok 
family’s continuing support for ICING by making 
the winning bids on two of the signed sports shirts to 
add to his collection of sporting memorabilia. 

This years team of ICEMAIDENS pictured below 
included Fflur, Helen, Natalie, Kirsty, Alison, Rachel, 
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