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As I write the memory of the Summer 
Ball remains fresh and I would extend 
my thanks to all involved in making 

the evening such a success. The novelty 
of formal dinner without auctions, draws or 
raffles was commented upon and it was an 
especially nice way to end a busy season 
of social events, many of which were highly 
successful in raising funds for ICING. Further 
to the donation by the RGBB of SR250,000 to 
ICING being the proceeds of the RGBB Golf 
Tournament I received a formal letter of thanks 
from Lady Patey which is published overleaf.

Saudi Arabia remains the place to do business in with 
British exports to KSA now exceeding those to China 
and Trade Missions from the UK remain an important 
feature in our diaries. The Saudi Government continues 
to spend on infrastructure – power, water, health, 
education and transport. This in turn has boosted 
confidence in trade with retail sales increasing and also 
increasing private sector spending on imports. This 
stimulation of economic growth is a strong commitment 
of the Government and will also endeavour to address 
the ever present challenge of creating job opportunities 
for Saudi nationals.

I appreciate that many of the members of the RGBB 
are not involved with nor represent British business 
interests, however their presence as representatives 
of the United Kingdom is an important aspect of 
promoting Britain - as we await the appointment of 
the new Ambassador we all in our own ways act as 
ambassadors for Britain and thereby indirectly the 
promotion of UK plc!

On a very sad note the RGBB has lost in relatively quick 
succession three of its members - Julian Cottenden, 
John Lappin and Roger Webb. All three were regular 
supporters of the RGBB and also keen supporters 
of various activities within the British community and 
their deaths will be deeply felt by their families, friends 
and colleagues. Our lives here in the Kingdom as 
expatriates are in comparison to many others, more 
than comfortable and the deaths of these three friends 
are timely reminder to us all that nothing can be taken 
for granted and we should be ever mindful of our good 
fortune.                                            (continued overleaf)

 Julian Cottenden           John Lappin        Roger Webb
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Writing of good fortune, on behalf of the Board and 
the membership of the RGBB I have written to Andrew 
Mead to offer congratulations to him on his appointment 
in the recent Queen’s Birthday Honours List to be a 
Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire “for philanthropic activities in Saudi Arabia”. This 
acknowledgement of his superb charitable work in support 
of “International Children In Need Group” (ICING) is most 
timely. His work in support of the British community in both 
business and social guises is well known and I am sure 
that all of his friends and colleagues will be delighted with 
this news. This recognition of his commitment to charity 
and the community is highly deserved and I hope will be a 
source of pride to him and his family.

The end of the school term approaches and the holidays, 
for many, beckon and it remains for me to wish you all an 
enjoyable and peaceful summer.

The RGBB News is compiled by Andrew Mead 
at MMSL in cooperation with 

Jumana House, Riyadh. 
A full page advert is charged at SR3500 and 

a half page at SR2000. Discounted figures of SR3000 
and SR1800 are given for a three edition commitment.

To contribute to the next edition, please contact 
Andrew Mead on 0506 271 151 / andrew@sbtd.co.uk
or Luke Bowen on 0505 448 912 / luke@arabianc.com



& International Concert Committee

Z um 3’s whirlwind return to the 
Kingdom 22-24th March saw them 
first in Riyadh for  Wadi Nights 
and at the British International 
School, then took them across the 
desert to Al  Khobar for ICC as the 
United Kingdom music industry’s 
contribution for  BTO’s Saudi 
British Business Week. 

British though they are, Zum 3, Adam Summerhayes 
– violin, Eddie Hession –accordion and Chris Grist – cello 
served up a potent mix of gypsy tango music, more 
redolent of the back streets of Bucharest or Buenos Aires 
than of anywhere in the UK. Their vibrant music and skilful 
artistry were enthusiastically received by the audience. 
Earlier, Eddie’s accordion playing brought pzazz to BTO’s 
Saudi British Business Week’s Garden Fete. 

bmi once again served the cultural community here 
by sponsoring Zum 3’s flights, continuing their now 
considerable help in bringing in visiting British artists. 
Last November bmi had brought in Cantabile  for ICC. 
Cantabile’s silken voices and sense of fun charmed and 
delighted everyone.

In keeping with its internationalism ICC in its 24th season 
additionally has already and will be welcoming to Al Khobar 
Royal String Quartet and concert pianist,  Przemysław 
Witek from Poland, Compassionatto Ensemble from 
Portugal and Trio Bamberg from Germany,  as well as 
providing a stage for all the Eastern Province’s Local 
Artists.  
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• You have visited Yemen before – how long did you stay 
in Yemen? Which cities and parts of the country did you 
visit?

I first visited Yemen on business in 1991 and I have 
continued to visit the country on average once every year 
since then. Whilst during the first few years I visited on 
business since about 1995 almost all of my visits have 
been as a tourist. During these visits I have had the good 
fortune to see a lot of Yemen from Hajjar in the north to 
Marib, to Al Qatn, Seiyun and Tarim in the Hadhramaut, 
Mukalla, Shihr, Ghail Bawazir and Aden on the southern 
coast, to Lahej and Taiz, Mocha, Ibb, Jibla, Dahmar to 
Sana’a and to Hodeidah, Salif and the island of Kamaran. 
My wife and two daughters have on occasion accompanied 
me and over the millennium we spent a week travelling 
around the country. During my recent visits I am usually 
accompanied by one or two friends and I do my best to 
introduce them to the country.

• Did you find Yemen as you imagine before you visited? 
How was your view previously?

Although I had read of Yemen and knew that the country 
had long been referred to as Arabia Felix or Happy Arabia 
I did not know what to expect other than I was sure that 
its long and rich history would interest me. My first visit 
fulfilled my expectations and I was determined to come 
again and as I have now been working in the Middle East 
for twenty years I have been very fortunate in having the 
ability to visit on a regular basis.

• After you have visited and stayed in Yemen how 
did you fid its atmosphere, environment and tourist 
landscapes? What service was unsuitable for you in 
Yemen? How did you find the Yemeni people? What is 
your impression about Yemen? What is the thing that 
caught your attention? What are the best and worst 
things that you found in Yemen?

For a visitor with an open mind and open heart the 
overwhelming impression of the Yemeni nation is one of 
hospitality. As with most nations there are problems but 
the welcome I have received during my many visits has 
been ever present and consistent. All over the country 
people, no matter their circumstances, have been friendly 
and welcoming. Both as a business visitor and as tourist 
people are always ready to help and offer assistance. With 
its wealth of history and beautiful and imposing landscapes 
Yemen has great potential for tourists with an enquiring 
mind and a taste for adventure. It is unfortunate that security 
concerns have badly affected the flow of tourists as tourism 
has a great economic potential for the country.

From my recent visits Yemen obviously has a number of 
concerns – a growing population and the attendant need 
for economic development, security issues manifested by 
secessionists in the south, fighting in the north and the 
matter of terrorism. Of course economic and security issues 
are not unique to Yemen but are worldwide concerns.

• What are the researches that you did during your visit 
in Yemen? What were the obstacles that faced you 
in this research? Could you please tell us about your 
research? How did you pick out? What about the 
conclusion that you reached from the research?

Many years ago when I joined the British army as a young 
Second Lieutenant in an infantry regiment in 1978, my 
father gave me a British military medal which had been 
awarded to one of my relatives for service during the First 
World War. From then onwards, and encouraged by my 
interest in history, I started to collect orders, decorations 
and medals. I left the army in 1984 as a Lieutenant and 
then briefly served with the reserves as a Captain. On 
leaving the army I entered the world of insurance working 
in London and when I came to the Middle East in 1989 
it was a logical step to take to focus on the awards of 
the Arab world. Over the past twenty years I have built 
up a large collection of Arab awards and have spent 
many hours researching and writing on these awards. 
The research is as important if not more important that 
the awards themselves for without the knowledge of the 
historical context of an award the medal is but piece of 
metal without any real meaning.

In building up a collection I have used many sources 
– antique shops, auctions, dealers, fellow collectors, the 
internet and of course travelling. Here in Yemen I have 
been able to acquire medals in the souks of Aden, Sana’a, 
Seiyun, Taiz. I have also had success in Aleppo, Amman, 
Cairo, Damascus, Jeddah, Khartoum, Muscat, Riyadh, 
Sharjah and Tehran.

Yemen has a wealth of 
medallic history. Imam 
Ahmed in his last years 
had an order designed 
by Fahmy Tewfic Bichay 
of Cairo (the Bichay 
company made awards 
for both the Kingdom and 
Republic of Egypt) – this 
un-named order was 
never formally instituted 
although I believe one 
example was made. 
After the 1962 Revolution 
the early awards of the 

Yemen Arab Republic were also made by Bichay – the 
Orders of Saba’a and Marib and the decorations of Bravery 
and Liberation. In the early 1970’s a new series of awards 
replaced this series – the Orders of the Republic, Marib, 
Seventy and Justice with decorations for Bravery, Duty, 
Honour and Service – these were manufactured by Skinner 
and Company of London. Other orders instituted were for 
Agriculture, Art and Literature, Co-operation, Industry 
and for Merit. Also issued were medals to commemorate 
the 20th and 25th anniversaries of the Revolution. In the 
south some of the historical sultanates had instituted their 
own awards – in about 1910 the Abdali Sultan of Lahej 
instituted the Order of the Morning Star and in 1948 the 
Qu’aiti Sultan instituted Orders of Distinction and Merit. In 
the early 1960’s the Kathiri Sultanate considered creating 
its own order but this was never formally instituted. In 1964 

Owain Raw-Rees, RGBB Chairman, was 
interviewed about his hobby for the March 
2010 edition of the Yemeni Forces magazine 

Maglet Al Jaish.

Kingdom Order No1
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the briefly lived Federation of South 
Arabia instituted Order of the South 
Arabia and medals for Gallantry, 
Military Service and a Long Service 
and Good Conduct Medal. With 
the departure, from the south, of 
the British in 1967, all of the local 
awards became obsolete and the 
socialist regime instated its own 
series of awards with the primary 
awards being the Orders of the 
Revolution (14 October), Bravery, 
Corrective Movement (22 June), 
Independence (30 November), 
Devotion, The Earth, Friendship of 
Peoples and the Hero of Yemen 

Star. These awards were manufactured in Moscow, Berlin 
and Budapest. With the unification of Yemen all awards 
became obsolete and a new series of awards were 
instituted to serve the newly unified nation – the Republic 
of Yemen. These were formally instituted by Republican 
Resolution for Act No. 41 of 1991 in respect of Orders & 
Medals. In order of seniority the awards of the nation are 
as follows: Order of the Republic; Order of 22nd May (to 
commemorate unification); Order of 26th September (1962 
Revolution); Order of the 14th October (1964 Revolution) 
and the Order of 30th November (1967 Independence). In 
addition there are various civilian and military awards.

As can be seen from this very brief 
resume there is a very complex 
history to the current Yemeni 
system of honours and awards. 
All of the awards I have mentioned 
recognise the service, either civil 
or military, to the nation that has 
become the Republic of Yemen. 
The study of these awards provides 
a great historical insight into the 
development of the unified nation 
over the past hundred years.

• Do you have other studies and 
researched in the future. In which field are they and 
why?

In general my interest in medals covers the awards of the 
Arab world but I have researched further afield into other 
Muslim awards and a particular interest I have concerns 
the awards of Imam Shamil of Chechnya and Daghestan 
from the 1840’s and 1850’s – these awards represent the 
one of the first formal system of honours of the Muslim 
world and I hope to have a book published on these 
awards in the near future. Over the past few years I have 

had the good fortune to 
have published many 
articles on the awards 
of the Arab world in the 
journals of both the British 
and American medal 
collecting societies. 
These articles include 
research on the awards of 

various historical parts of the Arab world – the Kingdom of 
the Hijaz, the Kingdom of Iraq, the Kingdom of Egypt and 
the Sultanate of Oman from the time of Sultan Taimour 
– the grandfather of the Sultan Qaboos. Research on 
more modern awards include the awards of Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates – the latter is particularly 
complex including awards relating to individual emirates 
– Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Ras Al Khaima and Umm Al Qwain. 
With regard to the awards of Yemen I am currently working 
on a draft for the awards of the Yemen Arab Republic and 
also the now unified Republic of Yemen.

In general the main obstacle that I face is the lack of 
published sources on the awards of the Arab world and 
usually I try and get copies of the laws instituting awards 
but at times even this is difficult. Of course I would like 
to expand my collection to include examples of all of the 
awards of Yemen but this is an impractical hope as many 
are only awarded to very distinguished individuals such 
as Heads of State, Ministers and senior military and civil 
personnel – pictures will have to suffice. I have though 
been fortunate to meet with Staff Colonel Sharaf Ghaleb 
Luqman the Director of the Military Museum in Sana’a who 
along with Lt. Ali Mohammed Al Taefi have helped me in 
my research.

• Do you plan to visit Yemen again?
I always look forward to visiting Yemen again and meeting 
up with old and new friends and I hope next to visit in early 
2010. By this time I hope to have completed my draft on the 
awards of the Yemen Arab Republic and made progress in 
my research on the awards of the Republic of Yemen.

FSA Bravery

Draft OMSA PDRY 
Order of Bravery

Order of the Republic

Lahej Star
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Every newspaper, every magazine, every 
TV station in the UK is full of the football 
and to be honest full of critisisms for the 
England players and management.  But we 
don’t want to go there... In the same month 

that ‘our boys’ crashed out we actually had some 
glorious sporting moments.

Consider the cricket for example: 
Jonathan Trott hit a perfectly paced 
118 as England Lions beat West 
Indies A by five wickets to ensure 
a winning start to the triangular 
series.

The 29-year-old’s second one-
day hundred this season, which 
spanned 130 deliveries and 
included 14 fours, was the mainstay of a successful chase 
which saw the Lions reach their target of 280 with eight 
balls remaining.

And in the NatWest Series at Old 
Trafford England wrapped up 
victory over the Australians by a 
single wicket making it 3-0 overall 
with two one-day internationals still 
to play.  “There aren’t many sides 
that go 3-0 up against Australia, 
so I think we should take a huge 
amount of confidence from the 
way we’ve played,” said Captain 
Andrew Strauss.

England play five NatWest Series One Day Internationals 
against Australia in June and July 2010 - then three against 
Bangladesh in July; and two more against Pakistan at the 
end of the season in September.

And what about the F1? Although Sebastien Vettel took 
the high spot on the podium in Spain, Lewis was second 
and Jenson third. 

Next up, of course is the British Grand Prix on July 11 and 
both lads are up-for-it.

“I’m a British fan, but I don’t just want a British winner. 
I want to win myself. I’ve a lot of competition with Lewis 
because he’s very quick, and in the last few races he has 

finished in front of me, albeit just in front of me, but he has 
finished in front of me. said Jenson.

“I want to win the grand prix. I’m sure Lewis does. He won’t 
feel any different to me, so we are going to go out there 
and have some fun and hopefully one of us will win it.”

“I’m sure Jenson does want to win” said Hamilton, ”but it 
doesn’t mean he wants it more than me, so we’ll have to 
wait and see. Although I’ve won the grand prix before (in 
2008), I’d love to win again”

And what about the tennis? As I 
write, Andy Murray is still in with 
a shot at Wimbledon, not a single 
other Brit mind you, but on the day 
the Queen paid her first visit to 
the home of Tennis for 33 years, 
Murray put on an impressive 6-3, 
6-4, 6-2 win over Finland’s Jarko 
Niemen with 18 aces and multiple 
flashes of pure genius.

And it’s not just the mainstream stuff. Have you heard of 
Martyn Rooney? 23 year old Rooney, at 6ft 6ins the only 
world-class sprinter taller than Usain Bolt burst onto the 
scene when he finished 6th in the 2008 Olympics. 

Born in Croydon, South London 
to Irish parents, Liam and 
Marie, Rooney began life as 
a cross country and middle-
distance runner while attending 
John Fisher School in Purley.

Rooney cruised to a convincing 
victory over 400m at the 
Aviva European Trials and UK 
Championships in June to book 
his place on the British team bound 

for Barcelona, where he will start as one of the favourites 
for gold. His impressive time of 44.99 seconds equalled 
his own season’s best while he remains the joint-fastest 
athlete over one lap in the continent, alongside Belgium’s 
Jonathan Borlee.

There will be high expectations for Rooney to deliver the 
goods for his country in July and claim his first major 
international medal but he insists he’s not daunted by any 
pressure.

“It goes with the territory,” said Rooney, “If you’re number 
one in Britain you should want to go on and be top in 
Europe and the world - and I’ve got to keep pushing on to 
next year’s World Championships and of course London 
2012. I’d like to finish this year as European champion and 
at least be ranked in the top three in the world, so I still 
need to run faster.”

Barcelona is hosting the European Athletics Championships 
which start with an opening ceremony on the 26th July. The 
Men’s 400m is scheduled for 7pm on the 28th.



UK GOSSIP

Turning away from Sport for a moment, the UK press are 
already asking if the new coalition government will break 
the record for the shortest-lived honeymoon period in 
history. 

With the recent budget, VAT increase, job losses, reduction 
in manufacturing figures, increased unemployment, 
pension and retirement changes etc., the message that 
“we all have to tighten our belts” is not going down too well 
in some quarters.

No doubt the wealthy will 
carry on business as usual 
and the banking industry 
has already warned 
about too much financial 
regulation. The coalition 
has already suffered 
its first embarrassment 
over expenses with the 
revelation that Chief 
Treasury Secretary David Laws wrongfully claimed MP’s 
expenses to rent rooms in homes owned by his male 
partner... so what will come next?

But let’s not go there either... ‘stay positive’ is the current 
message, so what else is in the news?

Great tits cope well with warming was the headline for 
one BBC item recently. 

Researchers have apparently discovered that great tits 
in Britain are laying eggs earlier in the spring than they 
used to, keeping step with the earlier emergence of 
caterpillars. Great tits can have eight or nine babies in 
a brood, and each of them will eat about 70 caterpillars 
a day and since the caterpillar’s appearance is triggered 
by ambient temperature the ability of the tits to cope with 
climate change is vital say the experts. Their movement to 
an earlier breeding time does not involve an evolutionary 
change, the scientists believe - it is simply that individual 
birds are able to change their behaviour, in the same way 
that they have presumably adapted to warmer or cooler 
phases before the era of human-induced global warming.

Good news for heron addicts was another headline that 
caught my eye. 

In June a pair of purple herons has 
successfully bred in the UK for the 
first time. These beautiful birds 
breed normally in southern Europe 
and visit Britain in small numbers 
each year, but the pair which have 
set up home on the Dungeness 
peninsula appear to have managed 
a UK first by hatching eggs here, 

Experts said the species, which has struggled in Europe 
in recent decades, is one of the species likely to be setting 
up home in southern Britain as climate change pushes 
wildlife further north.

In other Climate Change news, the UK reached a milestone 
earlier this year by completing the installation of 1 gigawatt 
of offshore wind farms- enough to power 700,000 homes.

Maria McCaffery, Chief Executive 
of Renewables UK said hitting 
the 1GW mark was a tremendous 
step forward, The UK offshore 
wind industry has come of age. 
The UK now has 11 offshore wind 
farms, with a total of 336 installed 
turbines. A further 4GW of offshore 
wind farms are being constructed 
or have planning consent and a 
total of 40GW are at various stages 
of development.”

As we go to press, Victoria Beckham was in the news 
along side the words ‘environmentally friendly’ so what 
was that all about?

In case you missed 
it, Range Rover 
have celebrated their 
40th birthday with 
the launch of the 
‘Evoque’ a smaller 
and greener Range 
Rover designed 
to attract younger 
drivers and be on 
the market by 2011. 

Ms Beckham’s role will be to assist in the interior designs 
apparently so watch this space

So what to round up with? Happy Phew Year was the 
headline in the Sun back in December, so how’s it actually 
going. After a couple of weeks in the UK, I have to say 
that it’s been pretty marvellous really and with more sun to 
come the BBQ has been dragged out of hibernation. 

Last year, the Met Office was much-vilified for predicting 
a “BBQ summer” when in fact it was a wash-out. 
Temperatures had expected to be around, or above, 
30°c, and heatwave advice was issued, however rainfall 
was higher than average over the summer, particularly 
in August, and the Met Office was forced to revise its 
forecast. 

Jonathan Powell, Senior Forecaster at Positive Weather 
Solutions (PWS), told the Daily Mail: “There will be stifling 
temperatures, making it possibly the warmest UK summer 
on record and placing it at least in the top three warmest 
summers recorded.”

As always though, the experts can’t quite agree on what 
comes next. Weather Outlook says the best is already 
over with July looking like a ‘mixed’ month!

But heh, this wouldn’t be Britain if we knew what was 
coming. Enjoy your summer break wherever you happen 
to take it... Ed
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Charles Ashton ................EADS Defence & Security Systems
Tristan Attenborough .......JP Morgan
Michael Bladon................EADS Defence & Security Systems
Kevan Buckley.................Rolls Royce International Ltd
Adrian Chadwick .............British Council
Peter Coleman ................Etesal Communications Company Ltd
Stephen Darling...............Fawaz Al Hokair
Moustapha Daureeawoo .Al Rajhi Bank
David Dew .......................SABB
Alan Edwards ..................Al Hayat Printing & Packaging
Adam Elliott .....................GPT SPM Ltd
Andrew Francis ...............National Shipping Co. of Saudi Arabia
Jonathan Franklin ............Olayan Financing Company
Mehryar Ghazali ..............Ernst & Young
Andy Green .....................BAE Systems
Alan Grieve......................SABB
Charlotte Hanbury ...........British International School
Linda Hay ........................British International School
Bernie Hewitt ...................GPT SPM LTD
Nick Jackson ...................EADS Defence & Security Systems
Dean Jones .....................GPT SPM LTD
Mike Joseph ....................GPT SPM LTD
Jonathan Kempton ..........Veolia Water Saudi
Sunila Lobo .....................King Saud University

Colin Mann ......................GPT SPM LTD
Williams Marcus ..............BAE Systems
Neal McLernon ................GPT SPM LTD
Morgan Mead ..................Fawaz Al Hokair
Jonathan Mortell ..............Riyad Bank
Paul Osgerby...................GPT SPM LTD
Chris Paris .......................MoDSAP
Alex Paterson ..................Suretrak
John Philip .......................Etesal Communications Company Ltd
Oliver Plunkett .................Buro Happold
Brian Priestley .................Almarai
Christopher Rees ............Herbert Smith AlGhazzawi Assoc.
Cherry Renshaw..............Electro Saudi Services Ltd
Ben Richards ..................BMM SANG
Charles Roura .................BAE Systems
Glenn Scanlon.................GPT SPM LTD
Clark Shaun.....................EADS Defence & Security Systems
Ian Smallwood.................BAE Systems
Andrew Smith ..................SABB
Andrew Wiggins ..............BAE Systems
John Williams .................BAE Systems
Tony  Wilson ....................Fawaz Al Hokair
Torofdar Yusuf .................Dispatch Technology Ltd
Arif Zubairi .......................Nokia Siemens Networks

Welcome to new members

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The recent membership survey generated an encouraging 
response from many readers who said they’d write in 
to a letters section if one was introduced. If you’d like 
to comment or let us have your ‘news’ please address 
your letters c/o The RGBB Secretary at the British 
Embassy P.O.Box 94351, Riyadh 11693 or email 
rgbbnews@rgbb.org

Survey Prize Winner

Dear Ed
Just a brief line to let you know that the winner of the Sony 
Cybershot digital camera offered for those completeting the 
Communications Survey was Peter Dadzis.
JB

Dear JB 
Thanks for letting us know... Peter - How about letting us have a 
picture or two for the next magazine?... Ed.

In Case of Emergency, dial ‘ICE’

Dear Ed
Wonder if you’d consider including the following article - it 
seems like a good idea
NQ

We all carry our mobile phones with names and numbers stored 
in the memory.  If we were to be involved in an accident or taken 
ill, the people attending us would have our mobile phone but 
would not know who to call.  Yes, there are hundreds of numbers 
stored, but which one is the one to contact in an emergency?  
Hence the ‘ICE’ (In Case of Emergency) Campaign.

As mobile phones are carried by the majority of the population, 
all you need to do is to store the number of the person or persons 
who should be contacted during an emergency under the name 
‘ICE’, and for more than one contact name you can use, ICE1, 

ICE2, ICE3 etc., and if you want them to appear first in your 
address book, insert ‘AA’ at the front.  It’s as simple as that.

The concept of ‘ICE’ was introduced in 2005 by British 
Paramedic, Bob Brotchie, who when interviewed for the BBC 
Radio 4 Today Programme said:  “I was reflecting on some 
difficult calls I’ve attended, where people were unable to speak 
to me through injury or illness and we were unable to find out 
who they were.  I discovered that many people, obviously, carry 
mobile phones and we were using them to discover who they 
were.  It occurred to me that if we had a uniform approach to 
searching inside a mobile phone for an emergency contact then 
that would make it easier for everyone”.

‘ICE’ is spreading in popularity not only in the UK, but in 
Europe, America and Australia.  So don’t put it off, decide who 
your ICE Contact is and make them in your phone now!

Dear NQ
Yep a very good idea. We ran a piece introducing the concept in 
the Summer 2005 magazine and I already have ICE numbers on 
my phone for each of the countries I’m regularly visiting .Ed

RAes Website now online

Dear Ed
Please advise the members that the website for the Riyadh 
Branch of the Royal Aeronautical Society is now live
The URL is www.raes-riyadh.com
PD 

Run Together Riyadh

Dear Ed
A brief line to let you know that 300 plus volunteers will be 
having a  ‘fun-run’ to raise money for Cancer Research UK 
on 26th November. Participants and sponsors should contact 
Nicola Quick or Gary Richardson for more information.
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SuDoku
Answer on to puzzle on page 33
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AND FINALLY

Where are they now?
Caught on camera... a selection of previous 
RGBB members on board a craft travelling from 
Dubai Marina to the Creek via a few famous local 
landmarks. The get-together was organised 
earlier this year as former chairman Mick Brown 
passed through on the way to his ‘retirement’. 
The Shaws who now live in Abu Dhabi (though I 
believe Martin spends part of his time in Angola) 
joined the other Dubai residents for the day. 

Left to Right: Martin Shaw, Maureen Shaw, 
Bridget Penrose-Lyall, Mal Brown, Graham 
Turner, Hazel Turner, Mick Brown, Peter Lyall.

It had to happen, the England Football team are 
no sooner on the plane home and the inbox is 
swamped with footie jokes. Most of you have 
probably heard them all by now, or possibly 
versions we can’t print, but just in case… 
here’s few that raised a smile:

Did you hear that David Blaine is gutted that 
the record he got for doing nothing in a box 
for 42 days has just been beaten by Wayne 
Rooney?

Q. Whats the difference between Cinderella  

So what was all the fuss about?

     and the England football team? 
A. Cinderella wanted to get to the ball…

Q. What’s the difference between Rob Green’s spill and BP’s spill?
A. Robert Green has got a cap for his.

“I understand you’re a member of the England football team,” said 
FIFA president Joe Blatter. “What position do you play?” 
“I’m not sure,’ answered Terry, ‘but I think I heard Mr C say that I 
was the team’s main drawback.’

Quote “I can’t believe we only managed a draw against such an 
awful team we should easily have beaten ... I’m ashamed to call 
myself Algerian”

Fabio Capello was wheeling his shopping trolley across the 
supermarket car park when he noticed an old lady struggling with 
her bags of shopping. He stopped and asked, “Can you manage 
dear?” To which the old lady replied, “No way sunshine, you got 
yourself into this awful mess, don’t ask me to sort it out...”

Here’s a joke that didn’t raise a smile… The combined salaries of 
the 23 man squad that went to Africa is over 90 million pounds a 
year!




