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In the UK a new style of number plate designed to
last for 49 years, came into force at midnight on the
1st September 2001

The new plates will apply to all new vehicles registered
on or after 1 September. The change is needed as
the previous system of age identifiers, using a single
letter at the start of the number plate, ran out of
combinations with �Y� registrations on 31 August this
year. This change is the first major overhaul of the
numbering system which has been running for 38
years.

The new number plate format will show the area in
which a vehicle was registered, as well as the year
and, specifically, in which half of the year it was
registered.

The first two letters of the new format number plate
will show at which of the DVLA�s 40 local offices a
vehicle is first registered. Each office has been
assigned a set of unique two-letter local memory tags

In the example above the GB indicates the vehicle
was first registered in Maidstone.(see table alongside)

The two numbers used in the new format number
plate will be an age identifier and will not only show
in what year the vehicle is first registered, but also in
which part of the registration year. The two-digit
number in the first six months of the registration year,
March to August, will differ from the number used
from September to February, the second half of the
registration year.

From 1 September 2001to February 2002 the two-
digit format will be 51, This being the year of
registration plus 50. In 2002, from March to August,
the digits will be 02, and from September 2002 to
February 2003 it will be 52. This system will continue
until the sequence is exhausted.

The final three letters of the new format number plate,
are random letters. They make every mark unique.

The new format has been designed in this way to
make it easier for witnesses of incidents to recall
details of number plates and will help the police to
investigate crimes involving the use of motor vehicles.
This system will become increasingly effective as
recognition of the local memory tag letters develops.

This format was designed following two public
consultation exercises. The first, in 1997, established
the general layout of the new format. The second, in
1999, helped in the process of allocating the local
memory tags. Full details are shown on the DVLA
website http://wwwhttp://wwwhttp://wwwhttp://wwwhttp://www.dvla.gov.dvla.gov.dvla.gov.dvla.gov.dvla.gov.uk..uk..uk..uk..uk.
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